
Ethnographic research 

Ethnography is a qualitative method aimed to learn and understand cultural phenomena which 
reflect the knowledge and system of meanings guiding the life of a cultural group. It was pioneered in 
the field of socio-cultural anthropology but has also become a popular method in various other fields 
of social sciences— particularly in sociology, communication studies, history. —that studies people, 
ethnic groups and other ethnic formations, their ethnogenesis, composition, resettlement, social 
welfare characteristics, as well as their material and spiritual culture.  
 
Data collection is often done through participant observation, interviews, questionnaires, etc. 
Ethnography aims to describe the nature of those who are studied (i.e. to describe a people, an 
ethnos) through writing. In the biological sciences, this type of study might be called a "field study" 
or a "case report," both of which are used as common synonyms for "ethnography". (wikipedia.com) 
 
Street Art 
Ethnographic research can be used to understand and learn more about the social behavior of Street 
Artist and the viewers. Street Art has become a real culture, within the Street Art culture there are a 
lot of cultural differences. None of the Street Artists are the same and most works carry a particular 
signature of the creator. Street Artist have their own ways in creating work and choosing the place to 
create their work. Besides the artist you also have the people who like, dislike or have no opinion 
about street art.  
 
Ethnographic research →Street Art 
We've done ethnographic research in combination with street art to study the behavior of 
pedestrians who walk by a Street art object. How do people react? What is their physical reaction? 
What do people do when they see an artist creating his/her work?  
 
Ethnographic research →A day in the city 
For this research we have chosen a location in Amsterdam. It was an alley where a Street Artist was 
creating a new graffiti painting on the wall. It was pure luck we found an artist finishing his work. 
We've observed the reaction of the pedestrians closely as well as the artists reaction. We did not 
want to interrupt the artist, therefore we acted like we were waiting for a friend. (And besides that, 
the artist wasn't looking to friendly)  
 
Within an half hour 16 people walked by the artist. It could have been 18 but it happened twice that 
someone turned into the alley and saw the painter and walked back to where they came from. Was 
this because they because they were frightened? Or did they had the wrong alley? 
 
The description of the pedestrians: 

 8 men (4 young (mid 20), 3 estimated around 50 years and 1 elderly) 

 5 woman (all estimated between 25 and 40) 

 and one group of 3 kids (2 boys one girl) 
Most of them looked like there were going to their work, very classy and business appropriate 
dressed) 
 
From the total of 16 pedestrians only two of them stopped and watched the artist. One young men, a 
real Amsterdam person, young, hip and urban looking. He just stopped a few meters behind the 
artists and watched for almost 5 minutes what the artist was doing. He tried twice to ask the Artist 
something, but there was almost no reaction back. (Maybe the artist is from another country and 
was there a language barrier) 
 



The other person who stopped was one of the kids. A young boy, who was trying to look gangsterish. 
His clothes where definitely influenced by the HipHop culture. His friends walked further, but he 
stopped, watched a few seconds and then ran after his friends. 
 
Most pedestrians totally ignored  the Artist. They did not even looked up when they walked by. They 
where to busy with their phones, calling, texting or other business. Also some of the pedestrians 
walked a little faster when they noticed the working Artist.  
 
The Artist was very concentrated on his work and watched every detail very closely. He used only a 
few attributes he had with him. Three spray cans and different tops for the spray cans to make all 
sorts of effects.   
 
It was helpful to watch the reactions of the people who walked by. We've noticed that all reactions 
where different from each other. From the 16 people only 3 people looked like they were interested 
in what the artist was doing.  
 
 
 


